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” Drone BELOVED xx ruxxn, 


T has not bat my Cuſtom, nor that 
of my Predeceſſors, to detain you 
with a Charge on every Viſitation. 
"You ſtand not, I think, in need of 


ſuch frequent Admonitions, either to inſtruct 


vou in your Duty, or to enforce on you the 


Practice of it. And it may perhaps ſeem 


leſs neceſſary now, than ever, to give my- 


ſelf, and you, this Trouble, when you have 


ſo lately received ſuch an excellent Charge 


| 1 from your worthy Dioceſan. It might be 


ſufficient to exhort you ſeriouſly to call to 
Mind the good Inſtructions, which you then 


received, and diligently to follow them. 


But an Attempt lately ſet on foot, and 
carribd on with great Zeal, to ſet aſide all 
| Subſeriptith to our Articles and Liturgy, has 


1 ' made me think. it incumbent on me to de- 


liver to you my Sentiments on this Head. 
J ſhall confine myſelf to what chiefly con- 
cerns us of the Clergy, the Reaſonableneſe 
of requirin g Subſcription zo Articles of Reli- 
gion from Perſons to be IT to Holy 
| Ordrs or to a Gary 925 Souls. 


And 
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And I hope I need not employ many 
Words to convince you that Perſons, wo 
are to be. Teachers of others, ſhould be | 


themſelves, ſound in the, Faith, a 


give to thoſe, who ordain, and appoint them, 


ſome Proof, and Aſſurance, thag they are 
3 St. Paul directs 791 to cont thoſe 


thing 4 which he had heard to Faithful Mn, 
wh ſhould be. able ts teach others alle. 8 and 


0 ordain. ſuch, Deacons, anly. as. hold. the 


Myſtery of the Faith in 4. pure. Conſcience. | 


* And he commiſſions Tatus to ordain ſuch 


Elders in epery City, as bold ofa aff the faithful 


W ord, as they had been. taught, that They 
might be able by ſound Nottrine, both to ew. 
Hort, and to convince the. Gainſayers., , And 
this is agrecable to Reaſon, as well as Serihr 


ture. In Affairs of leſs Cencern,. and Im- 


portance, would you employ a Man to te 


others, who did ndt underſtand, r N 0 
miſunderſtood, the things be was to ach! 


Soundneſs of Dettring is indeed the 
thing to be required in a 6 


hed to be Teachers. But Errour is worſe 


than Ignorance : : a blind Guide being more 


A gb ny + El-icicnt ode. ae would 
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Man Teacher. | 
Ignorant Perſons. are ecrtainly. no way. qualiy | 


perporay „Airy you”! r wrong Way 3 It 
does 4 bad Life "fo dufte here abet che 
o pte tinder the Teacher's 87 As err 
* fois Prineiples de. The People may Ve 
} ceive” Profit from che good Docttine wh a. 
wicked Miniſter, and 900 not copy after Vis, 
bad Example. But che Appointmônt of et- 
reticons; and fake,” Teachers is inconfiftent 
with the very Erd. and Deſign of ſuch Ap- — 
poöointment, whith is to infftuct the People 
1 in the Truch, and (a the Apoſtle ſpeaks) 
* by Jotnd DoBrine, —_ 70 5 250 and Ll 
1 Convince the Ganger . 
I * "According gly in a 0 Ages f the Church, 
great Care has been täken to enquire into 
the feligious Piineig les of Perſons, to be ad- 
” mitted into Orr, or to 2 Cure of. Souls, 
A thoup x different "Methods may bave been == 
1 Pürfued i in different Times, | and Places., | 
This, Method” of re quiring g Fuß cription, to 
1 knows ticles of 15 FE: ſeems to the leaſt 
| oy exceptional Ne. of : any. It f no ſuch Subſcrip pr 
1 Aon Were rec quired. hip publick Authority,, 
4 evety*Biftip 3 Would God llect be bound to 
enquire into. the religious Principles of thoſe, 
| who offer ed themſe ves for holy Orders, and 
= to Tei all eh. as he Judged to be wnſoand 
= Fay But is, i it not 2 for the Eaſe 
er to have a certain Rule to go by # 


and 
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little Oppoſition. 
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* 8 5 
and: is he not 8 freed from the odious, 


and invidious, Taſk of judging of Men's . 
Faith, and rejecting Candidates arbitrarily, 
according to his own private Opinion? And 


with regard to the Candidates, is it not much 
better to know previouſly what Teſt of their 
Orthodoxy will be required of. them, than 


to be ſubject to the Caprice of one Man, and 


run the Riſk of a Refuſal, without knowing 


what Account of their Faith will be de- 


manded ? And with regard to the Church, 
a Teſt agreed upon by the whole Body of, 


the Biſhops and Clergy is certainly a better, 
and ſecurer Way of keeping falſe and erro- | 

neous Teachers out of the Church, than the 

7; leaving the matter to the Diſcretion of each 


private Biſhop, ſome of whom might hap- 
pen themſelves to be ignorant, indolent, or 
unſound in the Faith. One would hope th | 


ſo eaſy, ſo equitable, and fo well approyed,. * 
a Method of proving the Faith of Cindi- _ 
dates for the Miniſtry would meet with but 

7 ab loud has been the 7 
Chime ain ſuch Subſcription, and Many; ” 


are the Objections. 
' * One chief thing objected is that this 
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vate Judgment, and i is an Infringement of 6 our 


Chriſtian Liberty. But whoſe Liberty, or 
what Liberty, is hereby infringed? A Teſt 
= required of Candidates for the Miniſtry can 
affect thoſe only, Who deſire ſuch Office. 


And theſe are every one ſtill left at Liberty 


7 - to judge for themſelves, and think as they 
pleaſe. If they approve not the Doctrines 5 
of our Articles, they are at Liberty whether 
they will /a4/cribe to them, or not. No one 
compells them to /ub/cribe, or aſſent, to theſe 
Doctrines. We only refuſe to admit into 
the Miniſtry thoſe, who in Points, which 


we judge important, think differently from 


us. And herein the Governours of our 


Church have as much Right to judge for 
themſelves, as theſe Objectors have. Each 
| Biſhop might, and muſt, have exerciſed the 
ſame Right, if nothing herein had been de- 
fined by publick Authority. If any one like 
not our Terms he may apply himſelf to ſome | 
other Profeſſion, or Buſineſs, and has no 
reaſon to complain of any Injury done him. 


But is not hereby many, 4 conſcientious 


Mint iter laid under the unhappy Dilemma " 


either Jubſeribing, or ſtarving ? — I ſcarce 
know how to give a ſerious Anſwer to ſuch 


Queſtions --- Minifters --- but we are ſpeak- 


Vfb Confeſſonal, p. 31. 164. | 
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7 18 required, but that they Hold the 


Myftery of the Paith, If they are not ſuffered 


f to enter into the Miniſtry, are there no other 


Buſineſſes, or Profeſſions, by which they 
might get an honeſt Livelihood? Is there no 


Bread to be got by any other Means, but 
only by thruſting themſelves into the Mini- 
ſtry? Our Clergy are indeed in 


general ſo 
meanly provided for, and the rich Benefices, 


| and Preferments, confined to ſo few, that 


we can fearce think Men in earneſt, who 
pretend that they are reduced to the Necef- 


ity of farving by being kept out of the 
Miniſtry. Inſtances of theſe farving, con- 
ſcientious Non-ſubſeribers, are, 1 believe, very 


rare. : 


leave to deny that thoſe, who hold things 


contrary to ſound Doctrine, are "worthy Men. 


Such Men may be fincere in their Profeſſion, . 


and of unblameable Life and Converſation. 
good 4 BY 
and Abilities: but, notwithſtanding all theſe 
e we cannot think them fit to 


They 1 may be alfo Men of 


a 


= Ef 1 Tim. ili. 9. : 


| ing ; of thoſe, WhO "I 7 Oe ** Mint. 1 
Her. f And of theſe not only 4 pure bn | 


But it is faid that We are lurch deprived U 3 
the Labour of worthy Men. --- If by worthy 
Men are meant fit Perſons, we muſt, beg 
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bs * with che Miniſtry df the Goſ⸗ 
pel, if they err concerning the-Faith. Nor 
do I deny that ſome have had Scruples con- 
cerning ſome of our Articles, and have been 
thereby debarred from ſerving in the Mini- 
ſtry, who would have done geod Service to 
the Church. But this I will be bold to ſay, 
that we have not wanted their Aſſiſtance. 
No Church has produced greater Ornaments 
of the Chriſtian Profeſſion than the Church 
of England has, in all Ages ſince its. firſt 
Eſtabliſhment to this Day. And for the 
Proof of this I may appeal to the Annals of 
our Hiſtory, and to Four own PIO WIROBY 
and Experience. 

Another thing pretended i is that requiring 
Subſeription to Forms of human Compoſition 3 7s 
aading to the Rule of . Faith. --- We do not 
ſet up our Articles for a Rule of Faith, or 
2 appeal to them as ſuch. Nor do we ——— 5 
our Do&rines by our Articles, but from 
Scripture only, which we acknowledge to be 
the ſole Rule of Faith, by which alone the 
Truth of all Doctrines, and of our Articles 
themſelves, muſt be tried. "Our Articles 
themſelves teach that 5 the Holy. Scripture 


= containeth all things neceſſary to Salvation, % 
77 ' whatſoever i 2s not read therein, nor may be 
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proved thereby, is not to * required of any 
Man, that it ſhould be believed as an 7X 
"of the Faith, or be thought requifite, or neteſ- 
355. to Salvation. -But though our Church 
pretends not to be infallible, * yet ſhe claims 
the ſame Right, as has been claimed, and 


exerciſed, by all Chriſtian Churches, of 


taking Care that her Clergy teach no other 


Doctrine, but what ſhe judges to be true, 


and agreeable to Scripture, and of requiring 


of them proper Security that they ſnall do 
ſo. Our Articles, though we truſt that the 


Truth of them may be proved by Scripture, 


are not impoſed on any Man, much leſs on 


all Men, as Articles of Faith neceſſary to Sal. 


Th vation, but rather as Articles of Enquiry, 
whereby to diſcover, whether thoſe who 


offer themſelves for the Miniſtry are apt to 
teach, and hold the true Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture. Some ſuch Enquiry it would be the 


Duty of every Biſhop: to 1 28 with cezard 


al The niet 95 this is n Sas Tn 
for, by Calvin, who in his Epiſtle to the Protector of England 
thus expreſſes himſelf —— Claudenda eſi enim janua Curiofis 
doctrinis. Ratio autem expedita ad eam rem ing eſt, fi extet nempe 
funima quedam doctrinæ ab omnibus recepta, quam inter prædican- 
dum ſequantur omnes, ad quam etiam obſervanuam omnes E Piſcopi | 
& Parochi jurejurando adftringantir, ut nemo ad munus ecclefs is 
cum admittatur, niſi JSpondeat illum doctrinæ cnſenſun fibi invie- 
latum futurum. | 
i See 1 Tim, 4. 
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FI al TRY Candidates, # there were no | 


: Form of Articles preſcribed. = 
E But is not @ Declaration that we will 


jeach nothing but what we are perſuaded may 


| be concluded, and proved, by the Scriptures 


hn ufficient 7% of our Orthogoxy ? lt is ſuch 
a Teſt, as would admit into the Miniſtry Po- 
piſb Priefts, Feſuits, and all the wildeſt Sec- 
taries for all theſe pretend to found their 
Doctrines on Seripture. - 
But do we think that new od Bs 
ral Words will better fix the Senſe of Scripture= 
| Doctrine than the Words of Chrift, and his 
Apoſtles We acknowledge the Scriptures 
to be ſufficiently clear in all Matters neceſ- 
fary to Salvation. But what if Men wre/# 
_ theſe Seriptures? explain away the plaineſt 
Texts of Scripture, and pretend to prove the 
molt erroneous, and pernicious, Doctrines 
from Scripture ? Are ſuch Men to be en- 
truſted, with the Miniſtry, of the Goſpel, 
and commiſſioned to teach theſe erroneous 
| Doctrines ? What then is to be done in this 
| Caſe? I know of no better way of Security 
againſt ſuch Deceivers than by drawing up 
Articles explaining ſuch Scriptures as theſe 
Men have perverted, and guarding againſt 
| their Miſconſtructions. Thus for inſtance, 
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and the Word was God — are clear, and 
| plain to any common Underſtanding.” "But, 


| Texts by ſubtle Diſtinctions, and tell us that 


gels, as Moſes, and other Men, are called 
Gods; as, we think ſuch Interpreters of 


forced to make uſe of new Terms, the No- 
| velty i 18 chargeable, not on us, but on them, 
And jt may be eaſily ſhewn, * and indeed 
haas been ſhewn, that every Article, both of 


5 the 8 Fan Greet, ws *. 


(4) 
the Words of St. Jobn = — " Ty the Beginning 
avas the W. ord. and the W. ord + Was with 6 


if Men will evade the Force of ſuch plain 


Chrift is (hog y a ſecondary,” and inferiour kind 1 
of Cad; 4 God by Office only, and not by Na- 
ture; a God in the ſame Senſe only, as An- 


Scripture not qualified to be Teachers of the _ 
Goſpel, WE judge it neceſſary to guard againſt | 5 
theſe Evaſions. If we are on this account | 
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the Meene, and Athanaſian, Creed, which 
they exclaim ſo bitterly againſt, was occa- 55 
ſioned by the new, and unſcriptural, Diſtine- 
tions of ſubtle Corrupters of the Faith: Nor 1 
could we guard againſt the Errours of Pope- 1 
7y, and other Sectariets, but by new Wards | 


expreſſly condemning the unſcriptural Doc- 


trines, which they had introduced. The very 


Perſons, 15 make this Objection, in their 


m Joh. i. 1 n ee Waterland's Critical Hiſtory 5 


Writings, 
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Writings, and Diſcourſes, deliver themſelves | 


in Words not occurring in Scripture, and 


think they can make the Doctrines of Scrip- 


ture more plain by Words of their own de- 
viling. Why then will they not allow the 
Governours of the Church to guard againſt 
the Miſconſtructions of vain Talters and Der | 


cervers by Words adapted, to this Purpoſe ? 
If this is not allowed, we can (as I faid be- 


fore) have no Fence to prevent Popiſb Emiſ- 


faries, or any falſe Teachers whatſoever, from 
thruſting themſelves into the Miniſtry. 1 

Another common Objection is that 5% 
Authority claimed by our Church to ęſtabliſb 
Confeſſions will equally ſerve to vindicate the 
Church of Rome with regard to ber Impofitions.. 


=== But the Caſe is in many Reſpects widely 


different. Not to mention that the Doctrines 
eſtabliſhed by the Church of Rome are mani- 
feſtly falſe, ab repugnant to Scripture, which 
we can prove ours not to be: we require 
thoſe, who are to be entruſted with the Mi- 
niſtry, and Government, of our Church to 


ſubſcribe to our Articles: the Church of Rome 
requires her Additions to the Faith to be be- 
| lieved by all Men, Laity, as well as Clergy, 


under Penalty of Damnation: and thunders 


out her Anathemas againſt all, who will not 


receive her Deciſions on every Point. We 
e diſclaim, 


; diſclaim, and io. all Perfocuitiohs e that 
Church perſecutes all who diſſent from her : 


with Fire and Faggot. 


Again, that Church lays Matt to far & | 


bility, uſurps an abſolute. Authority over 
Men's Conſciences, and- denies all Rig ht of 


private Judgment i in matters of F aith. We 
pretend not to be infallible: we permit, and 


deſire, all Men to judge for themſelves. 
But then the Governours of our Church 
claim the ſame Right, which they allow to 


others, of Judging for themſelves, and act- 
ing accordingly. And in virtue of this Right 
they think themſelves entitled to judge what 
Doctrines are fit to be taught i in the Church, 


and what Securities are to be required of 


thoſe, who enter into the Miniſtry, that they 
teach no other Doctrine. This Power was 
exerciſed by all Chriſtian Churches, before 
the Eſtabliſhment of Popery : and has been 


Proteſtant Confeſſions, and of our Articles i in 
particular, was to be a Fence againſt Popery :, 


and, I humbly apprehend, that we cannot 


do a thing more acceptable to the Romiſh 


Church, or more ſerviceable to their LCs : 


than to throw down this Fence. | 
« 0 o See Bingham Ama. B. iv. Ch. $ . 2. 55 
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claimed by all Protgſtani Churches ever fince ; 


the Reformation. One chief End indeed of A 
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111 is father faid that by repealing the Laws 


Fequiring Subſcription, we ſhall prevent the evil 


Conſequences of Difſention, and ſecure the Peace 
of our Church. --- But why ſhould Sabſcrip- 


tion. deſtroy this Peace? Why may not Per- 
ſons of different Perſuaſions, and Commu- 
nions, live in Peace, and mutual Charity ? 
We bear no Hatred, or Malice, to Kg] 


who diſſent from us: nor do we deſire to 
perſecute, or injure, them. If they will ſuf- 
fer us to be at Peace, we ſhall not moleſt 


them. If they approve not the Doctrines of 


our Articles, they need not ſub{ribe to them, 


Jy If they diſlike not the Terms of our Com- 
munion, we compell them not to come in; 
they have a full Toleration to repair to any 


Conventicle they like beſt, or to ſet up one 


Cl for themſelves. Again, would the Repeal of 
* theſe Laws promote, or reſtore, Peace? ould 


Perſons of different Perſuaſions be leſs zea- 


lous in, Defence of their reſpective Tenets, 


or treat their Opponents with leſs Severity ? 
Would our, Sectaries, if. admitted within the 
Pale of the Church, be more quiet within 
Doors, than they are without. The bitter 
and virulent Invectives, which have been 
publiſhed againſt our Church, and againſt 


ſome of its brighteſt Ornaments, give us 
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ſuaſions were allowed, and commiſſioned, to 


and another quite different ſet forth with 


great meafure tried laſt Century : 
Conſequence was not Peace, but Seri ife, and 


little Room to W for Peace, by Compli- : 
ance with ſuch Men's clamorous Demands. 


p Nor do we think it would promote, either 
Peace, or Edification, if all Men of all Per- 


teach in our Churches whatever Doctrines 
they pleaſed. Would not rather every | Pa- 
riſh have a Syſtem of Divinity peculiar to it- 
ſelf ? and perhaps in the ſame Church one 
Doctrine might be preached i in the Morning, 


equal Authority in the Afternoon ? And thus 
that glorious Confuſion would ſoon take 
Place, which Infidels wiſh for, and 25e Church 


of Rome would rejoice to ſee. And many 


well- diſpoſed Perſons, not knowing where 


to find the Church of England, would take 


Refuge i in Popery. The Experiment was in 
and the 


Confuſion, and every evil Work. We may, well 
hope that our Governgurs, both in Church, 


and State, will have more regard to their 
own Peace, and that of the Publick, than 


to be willing to repeat the Experiment. 
Another Objection is that ſuch Forms of 


7 aith will not prevent Diverjity of Opinions, 


bur only tempt Men 70 turn Hypocrites. -- ene If 


2 


4 See Mr. Whites Append. to his three Letters, p- 70. 3 
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5 Drverſities of” Opinions, and eftabliſh. Confent 
touching true Religion, has through the Per- 
” verſeneſs, and Corruption, of Mankind a 
contrary Effect, ſurely not we, but theſe 
Hh)pocrites are to blame. But we cannot think 
it a good Reaſon for throwing down all the 


| Boars will ſometimes break through them. 
T} here i is nothing but what may be pervert- 
ed, and abus'd, by Men of corrupt Minds, 
deſtitute of the Truth. Even the. Go/pel of 
5 Peace has given Occaſion. to, Diviſion, and 


5 End FH all Strife; to ſecure Obedience, to the 


Men' 8 ſwearing to Falſhoods; of taking Oaths. 
0 Allegiance, and immediately breaking out 
into Rebellion. When this is allowed as a 
Reaſon, for requiring no ſuch Oathe, then 
| it Fan be urged. as an Argument for, aboliſh- 


wih Oaths, and Subſcriptions, it is their F ault, i 
| and not that of the Impoſer s. 


our Articles, as have been thought to favour 
| the Doctrine of Calvin; And here we are to 
. cant with Enemies of all Sorts The Fol- 


1 10 * = 
the belt Method we can CANA of. to au 


Fences of our Vineyard, becauſe ſome wild | 


Contention. .Oaths were deſigned. to put an 


Laws, No and Allegiance , to the Sovereign. 
And yet we have too many Inſtances of 


g all Subſcriptions. But if Men will trifle 


But the loudeſt ee 18 againſt | ſuch of ö 


> a c 2. lowers 


> 20 1 
lowers of Arius, and Socinus, make this LY 

Plea for ſubſcribing the Articles in their own. 

| Senſe: and pretend that all, who are not the 
| Diſciples © Calvin, are guilty of the like 

Fa partenzion, And ſome among ourſelves, 

. who pretend indeed to be the only true 
Members of the Church of England, join in 

the Cry, and accuſe all, who are not as ris 

gid Catuinifts as themſelves, of Equivocation, 
and Hypocriſy, of zmpouſly Setting their Hands 
ta Dottrines, which in their Hearts they never. 
affnted to. As theſe heavy Charges againſt 
us may have diſturbed the Minds of ſome 
well-diſpoſed Perſons, it may be proper ta. 
look 9 itito the firſt Occaſion, . and De- 
fign,” of fuch Articles, * The thing, which 
gave the firſt Occaſion to the Reformation 
begun by Luther, was the ſcandalous Prac- 

_ tice of ſelling Papal Indulgencer. This gare 
Kiſe to Diſputes about the Merit of Good 
Works: and this again opened a Door ta 

Controverſies about God's Grace, and Free. 
Mill, and other nice, and difficult Points. 

In theſe matters the firſt Reformers. differed 

from one another: and ſome of them, and 

particularly Luther himſelf, _ were in the 

Heat of Controyerly abt pos into ſome un 


See Ne, Mad p. 28, 68. r ey e Se ee, 
of? VE Pony Ld thoſe Times. 5 
pinned 


1 i 


1 * 4 
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ded, and unwarrantable, Expreſſtons. 


| And, what was: {till worſe, others, ſetting 


up for Reformers, broached many erroneous, 


and peſtilent, Doctrines. Some denied the 
Divinity of our Bl ſed Saviour <. others denied 
the Neceſſity of Good Works, and held that 
the Saints could not fin; and under this Pre- 
tence brake out into Sedition, and commit- 


ted the groſſeſt Enormities. The Papiſts 
made great Advantages of theſe Differences 


among Profefiants, They pretended that, 
by forſaking the Catholick Church, Men were 
led into ende Diſputes: and they charges 
the haſty Aſſertions of particular Writers, or 
Errors of falſe Teachers, and wild Enthuſs 2 
&/ts, upon the Proteftants in general. This 


laid = Proteftants under a Neceſſity of vin- 
dicating themſelves. And to this End they : 


drew up that celebrated Confefion of Faith, 


which they preſented to the Diet of Augs- 3 
bug. In this they had two Views, firſt, to 


acquit themſelves of the Scandal of abetting 


wild and ſeditious, Enthufiafts, and to de- 
clare to all the World what were their rea! 
Doctrines: >: ſecondly, to EIN ſuch En- 


1 The fame Klante of this affair i is given . Au- 
thor of he yr - 22 


MH onfe/ional, and he acknowledges this Neceſſity, 
aud thereby effectually confutes himſelf.” Seę Coffee! P * 
.— * and Sean Letter to > he cen p. 23 
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| thifafr on the one Hand, and Pepi Emi 


faries on the other, from intruding them- 
ſelves into their Miniſtry. And herein they 
proceeded” with great Prudence, and Mo- 


deration. The Diſputes, which had ariſen 


on theſe Points, obliged them in ſome 


ſort to declare their Sentiments concern- 
ing them. But then they drew up their 


Articles in general, and comprehenſive, 
Terms. They condemned on the one Hand 


the Papiſts, who aſſerted the Merit of Gbod 
We orks, and on the other Hand the Antino- 


mians, who denied the Neceflity of them. 


And again they condemned the Pelagians, 
who denied the Neceflity of God's Grace : 


and 'on the other Hand the Anabapti its, and 


| Acer we denied _ a echoed 1 But Hey 


\- 11 es 
t Ie. is 1 chat ks were the like 8 about 


Ne een and Grace in the Romiſh Church before the 


Countil of Trent, as have been fince among Proteſtants ; that 
theſe Points were warmly debated in that Council; and that 


they purpoſely framed. their Decrees in ſuch manner, as to 


ſatisfy both Parties; that theſe Parties continued their Diſ- 


hutes during the fitting of that Council, and each Party 


claimed the Authority of the Council on their Side ; but the 
Fathers there aſſembled never thought fit to explain their own 
Decrees, or decide this Controverſy, But theſe Differences 


ſtill ſubſiſt in that Chzrch among thoſe who fubſcribe to the 
Decrees of the Council of Trent. Though this Procedure may 


ſeem rather unaccountable-in a Church which claims an in- 
fallible Power of deciding all Controverſies, yet I cannot but 


. applaud their Prudence, and wiſh they had ſhewn the like | 


Moderation' in other Points. Sce F. Paul's Hiſt. of the ge 1 
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ſo worded their Articles, as to comprehend - 
all thoſe, who thought ſoberly, and mode- 


rately, on theſe Points, though they differed 

from one another in the Manner of explain- 
ing them. Our Reformers here in England 
in King Edward the Sixth's Time went on 
the _ Plan, and acted with the like Pru- 


dence, and Moderation. They were no 


Diſciples of Calvin: but they ſo drew up 


their Articles, as to include Perſons of diffe- 
rent Perſuaſions in theſe Points. In Ryeen 


Elizabeth's Reign | theſe Articles were re- 
viewed, and received ſome Alterations, and 


this is the Form of Articles, which we now 
ſabſcribe to. But the Convocation, who 


drew up theſe Articles, though it muſt be 
owned that many of them had then imbibed 
the Sentiments of Calvin, yet obſerved the 


ſame Moderation as their Predeceflors had 
done: nor did they add one ſingle Article 
in favour of Calviniſm: 'The ſeventeenth Ar- 
ticle, which treats of Prede Hination, i is drawn 
up without any mention of abſolute Reproba- 


tion, and tells us that wwe muſt receive God's 
Promiſes in Such wiſe, as they be generally ſet 


Verb to us in Holy Scripture : : which 6 as the 


au get this proved i in Dr. Nowell's Anſwer to 2 Oxon. 
p. 76, &c. 


3 'W Annals of the Reformation, Ch. 28. See alſo Third OG 
1 ter lo Aurbor of 75 " onal, p. 3 35 &c, Dr. F. n 's Poſt- 
3 - 1 ſeript 3 
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1 learned Mr. Strype obſerves) ſeems to have 
L been done to prevent any Scruple, which might 
4 ariſe to any Proteflant againj} ſubſcribing the 
4 faid Articles. And accordingly, when ſoon 
4 after Diſputes ran high on theſe Points, the 
4 Calvinifts attempted to add new Articles, and 
Þ gave this Reaſon for it, that 5e Points 
# were not before concluded, and de ned, 4 Pub: 
1 lick Authority. 
| What then 1s coping of us 3 we are 
# called upon to /ib/eribe our Articles? and in 
1 what Senſe do we /#b/eribe them? Our Sub- 
| L ſcription i is, as T apprehend, a Declaration of 
11 bur Belief, and Aſſent to the Truth of the 
1 Doctrines contained in the Articles: and we 
i are required to ſub/tribe them in the Senſe 
| of the Impoſers. We are not to ſubſcribe 
| them in our own Senſe, or in any Senſe, 
iti which we can poſſibly put upon the Words : 
Hs for this would in all other Caſes be eſteemed 
uns downright Prevarication. Nor are we to 
| —fubſcribe them ſo far only, as they are agree- 
{|| able to Scripture: for this is no Subſcription 
cat all. This amounts to a Declaration that 
| we think theſe Articles agreeable to Seripture 8 


WM fo far only as they are agreeable to Scripture, 
. Which (fas Biſhop Conybeare juſtly obſerves) 


| ſeri t to Sermon on I/ 42, 24. Bull Apalogia pro Harmonia 
E aterland's Supplement to Caſe of Arian Subſcriptian. 


| . w See Serypès Life of Whitgift, App. B. iv. Ne. 25. =” 
1 * Sermon on Tim. vi. 3. P- 8 | 3 is 10k 


Doubt of its Meaning. Where Doctrines — 


p. 160, &c,—Dr, Nowsl's Anſwer to Pietas Oxon, p. 119, & 


( 25 "I 


its as ch trifling aoith common: Senſe, as with 
common Honeſtly. But how are we to know 
the Senſe of the Impoſers ? I ſuppoſe it may 


in moſt Caſes be judged of from the plain, Af 

uſual, and literal, Signification of the Words 
uſed: Where the Words of the Article are 
plain, and determinate, there can be n6 


are expreſſly aſſerted, or Errours expreſſſy 2 
condemned, thoſe who diſbelieve the Doc- | 
trines ſo aſſerted, or hold the Errours ſo con- 
demned, cannot honeſtly ſubſcribe. No Pa- 


iſt can conſcientiouſly ſubſcribe to our Ar 


ticles : moſt of the peculiar Tenets of Po- 


pery, the Doctrine of the Infallibility of the 
Church, the Merit of Good Works, Purgatory, 
Tranſubſtantiation, the Worſhip of Images and 


Relicks, and Invocation of Saints, are therein 


5 expreſſly condemned. No Socinian, or Arian, 
can honeſtly ſubſcribe an Article, which aſ- 


ſerts that in the Unity of the Godhead there be =} 
three Perſons of one Subſtance, Power, and | 


Eternity. No one, who denies the Neceſſity 
of Divine Grace, can ſubſcribe to the Tenth 
Article : nor can any one, who denies the” 
| Neceflity of Good Works, ſubſcribe to the, 
Ta we th. But then there are ſeveral Arti. 


| 1 25 2 2 | 
y See Dr. Waterland's Caſe of Ariat Subſcription; p. 40% 1 Y 
Second Letter to the Author of the Confaſfonal, p. 136, Se. 


att. -— — 4 


(= ) 


” 1 urpoſely worded i in general eral) To 
5 hep Perſons, who a agree in the general Doc» | 

tine there delivered, may honeſtly ſubſctibe; 
2 345 they are of different Perſuaſions in 


hs 


«<< g++ 


| Rt og that it is 1 : A N any „Man to | 
tale upon him the Office of publick Preaching, 1 

or. Miniſtring the Sacraments in the Congrega- 
_ Zion, before he. be lawfully called, and ent to 
_ execute the. ſame. Aud thoſe we ought to judge 
lawfully called, and ſent, which be choſen, and 
Called to this Work by Men, who. have publick 

| Ab ven 70 them i 1 the l e * 
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yard. — Who thoſe are is not here deter- 5 
mined. The Compilers were not willing to 
condemn, or unchurch, the Reformed. > I 
= Churches abroad :. and therefore prudently 
avoided determining. the Queſtion whether 
Epile Ordination 1 18 neceſſary Thoſe who . 
hold, and thoſe who deny, hs Neceſſity of 
_ Epifeopul” Oradinurlon, may both ſubſcribe to 
the e thoſe. 9 are a 
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it, who. bold that a Man may preach, with- 
out any lawful Vocation. A like Inſtance off 
Moderation is plainly to be ſeen in the 28th 
Article. * They purpoſely avoided defining 
the Manner of CBriſis Preſence in the Socra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. Nay they ſtruck 
out Part of an Article among thoſe drawn up 
in King Edward the Sixth's Time, which 
ſeemed to deny all corporal Preſence, and 
which therefore the Lutherans might ſcruple 
 ſubſeribing to, and contented themſelves with 
condemning thoſe only, who held the Dac- 
trine of Tranſubſtantiation, or affirmed that 
| the Body of Chriſt was eaten after a carnal 
Manner. The like Caution they have obſer- 

ved in thoſe Articles relating ta Predę eftina- 
tion, Free-Will, &c. They worded them in 
general Terms, that Perſons, who were of 
different Perſuaſions in ſeveral Particulars re- 
lating to them, might yet ſubſcribe, as agrees 
ing in the general Doctrine there delivered. 


They went, as a Calvin ;Jtical Writer Biſhop 


Hall obſerves, a Mid-way between both, 
guarding againſt the Extremities on each Side, 
on one Hand condemning the Papyts, who 
aſcribed a Merit to Good Works, and on the 
other the Antinomiant, who denied the Ne- 


By ceſlity of them. Whenever therefore we fub- 


2 Bp Burners Hiſt. of the Reformation, Vol. II. B. 3. p. 405. 
a Via | wake. Vun 


(3) 


. to theſe Articles, we a not Ae in 
contrary, or different, Senſes. We all 2 
feribe to the ſame general Senſe, though, in 
| explaining the Particulars relating to it, we 
uſe that Liberty of Judgment, which the 
Church hath purpoſely left to us. 
However, if the Oppugners of our Arti- 
cles would be content with expunging theſe 
Articles, we might, if by this means Peace 
might be obtained, be poſſibly willing to 
comply with them. There may perhaps be 
leſs Occaſion for ſuch Articles now, than 
there was in thoſe Times. But this is not 
all they contend for. They inveigh againſt 
all Subſcriptions in general: nay we mult part 
with our Liturgy too, and our Creeds. The 
principal thing indeed, which ſeems to be 
aimed at by moſt of theſe Reformers, is the 
Doctrine of the Triniry, ſo plainly taught, 
both in our Articles, and our Liturgy. This 
ms been roger from the very . e of 


i b tie 8 uſed againſt SzBſcription to the — is, 
that uch Reguifition of Subſctiption muſt eventually preclude all 
Improvement in a Liturgy; which is confuted by Fact, there 
having at different Times been ſeveral Additions, and Im- 
provements, made in our Liturgy. By our Sub/cription we 
1 only declare that the Book of Common Prayer, c. containeth no- 
thing in it contrary to the Word of God, and that it may lawfully 
e uſed, and that we ourſelves will uſe it. — And what is there 
herein, which ſhould forbid, or preveht, the Governours of 
our ar Church from making Inprovenents in our Liturgy ? 


Cor zug 


(9) 


| Cliitinity chought an effential Article of 
Faith: and, if any come unto us, and bring 
not this Doctrine, we may, and ought to ſhut 
our Gates againſt him. I cannot indeed but 
wonder how Men of this Perfuaſion ſhould 
expect, or defire, to be included in Commu- 
nion with thoſe who believe our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's Divinity. If we believe Chrift, and 
the Holy Sprrit, to be really and truly God, 
we ought in our publick Prayers to aſcribe 
to them the Titles, the Honour, the Wor- 
ſhip, due to God: if we do not believe this, 
we cannot, I think, pay them ſuch Honours 
without Idolatry. How then can there be 
any Communion between Petſons of Senti- 
ments ſo diametrically oppcſite ? how can 
they join in Worſhip, who have not the fame 
Object of Worſhip ? Far be it from me to 
defire to perſecute them, or injure them in 
the leaſt, in their Perſons, or Poſſeſſions: 
but ſurely we may exclude them from our 
Communion, and much more from our Mini- 
fry, without any Breach of Charity. -But 
neither, if this Point were given up, will 
they be contented. No, they declare againſt 
all Subſcriptions, except. only to the Truth of the 
Holy Scriptures, which would let in (as I 
obſerved before) not only Arians, but Pa- 


Wears and all the wildeſt Sectaries. They 
| * Je 5 


E 50 . 


1 of this Kind pa ole be Che 1 
 Eftabliſhment, nor Church, nor indeed any 
Publiek Worſhip. 5 
If any of us then ſhould think that ſome. 
things i in our Articles, or Liturgy, might be 
amended, (as no human Compoſition can, be 
free from all Imperfections) yet let us take 
Care how we liſten to the plauſible Suggeſ- 
tions of thoſe, who under the Pretence of 
the Reformation of our Church ſtrike at the 
very Foundation of it. And this eſpecially 
at this Time, when a Spirit of Licentiouſ- 
neſs ſeems to he prevailing, and a Contempt 


of all Government, which threatens the Sub- 


verſion ef our happy Conſtitution, both in 
Church, and State. But I have already de- 
tained you too long, and therefore ſhall con- 
_ clude with exhorting you all to bold fa af the 
faithful Word, as you baue been taught : *and- 
auaid them which cauſe Divifions, and Ofen- 
. Ces, contrary ta the Doctrine, which ye Dave 
earned, | Let no Man deceive you with vain 
Words. Give no Afliſtance, Countenance, or 
 Eneqiiragement, to theſe Innoratours, who 
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under the Pretence of Reformation would 
mg in damnable Herefies. === © 
4 honour the King, and meddle not 


1 


e Prov. xxiv. 21. 1 Pet. ii. 17775 
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lately Publiſh'd by the fame Author. 


Printed for Bo. and J. FLETCHER, 


The Certainty of a future State aſſerted and vindicated 
againſt the Exceptions of the late Lord Bolinbroke. A 
Sermon preached at St. Mary's in Oxford, at the Aſſizes, 
Mar. 6. 1755. | . IE 
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Chriſt the Lord of Glory. . A Sermon preached before 


the Univerſity of Oxford, at St. Mary's, Dec. 9. 1759. 
with Additions confirming and enforcing the Doctrine. 


The Uſe of Reaſon in Matters of Religion ſtated and 


explained, A Sermon preached before the Univerſity of 
Oxford, at St. Peter's in Eaſt, on Sunday March 7. 1762. 


Jepthah's Vow conſidered. A Sermon preached before 


the Univerſity of Oxford, at St. Mary's, on Sunday, June 
8. 1766. with an Appendix xe. | 


The Witneſs of the Spirit, A Sermon preached before 


the Univerſity of Oxford. 1 | 


The Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith explained in "= 


Sermon preached before the Univerſity of Oxford, at St. 
Mary's, on Sunday, July 3. 1768. | 


A Vindication of the Doctrine of the Trinity from the 


Exceptions of a late Pamphlet entitled, an Eſſay on Spirit, 


in 3. parts, with an Appendix, 
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